
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. The next class is 
Monday, Oct. 16th. To register for the class, please call 
973-627-0313 . Both parents are encouraged to attend the 
class before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Bap-
tism is administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a 
Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.  Families are required to 
be active, contributing parishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish 
for 2 months prior to the child’s baptism date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st-cecilia.org Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
          
Convent:  973-627-6533 School: 973-627-6003 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays    

 8:00 am and 7:30 pm 
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
  
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Pawel Bala 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

Rev. Cerilo Javinez 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
Deacon Paul Willson 

 
Deacon Mateusz Darlak 

 

Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study: Tuesday @ 9:30 am , Monday Night Bible Study @  

7:30 pm , Mommy Bible Study: Thursday @ 9:30 am 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP  3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm (PO) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP - First Tuesday  7:00 pm (HH)  
HOLY HOUR  -  Mondayñ7:00 pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA  
Sunday @ 9:00 am for children & parents, 11:45 am for adults. 
Email paul.d.willson@gmail.com  for further information or call  
973-551-0749       

 PARISH OFFICE  HOURS 
  Monday-Thursday  8:40 am—4:30 pm 

    Friday  8:30 am—2:30 pm  
 CLOSED FOR LUNCH:  12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our coun try in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford, LCpl. 

Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US Navy, 
Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. 

Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Marti-
nez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong 
V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, 
Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. 
William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Mary-
lyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin 
M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Lt. Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, and Airman First Class William Kussler .  We ask 
God the Father of us all, through the intercession of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our 
Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing 
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Theodora Maulbeck, Dean Wayne 

Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane Gor-

cica, Carol Graner Wilson, Sam Sessa, Ronald 
Stankiewicz, Hank Brown,  Carol Ferrante, Jim 
Golden, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna 

Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Deb-
bie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Pat 
Heady, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker 
Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna 
Cooke, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  
Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Scott Bornemann, Sean 
Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, 
Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee, 
Lucille Bardi, and  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Virginia Cous-
ins., Madlyn Long. Stephanie Lewis, Florence Clements, Kim-
berly Dugan, George Falcone, Elsie Wich, Danielle Cicchetti, 
Gale Sessa. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Here are the readings  for next Sunday 

136; Ez 18:25-28  Ps 25:4-9 

Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5  Mt 21-28-32 
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Monday, September 25, Weekday 
8:00 amñ Peg Whalen req. by Stella Rychlicki 
Tuesday, September 26, Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
8:00 am - Lee & Mary Chervenak req. by Hopler & Profit Fami-
lies 
Wednesday, September 27, Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 
8:00 amð Millie DiGuiseppi req. by Pat & Jack Zayac 
Thursday, September 28, Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr; Saint Law-
rence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs 
 8:00 amñJoanna & Walter Lech req. by Dianna & John Sullivan 
Friday, September 29, Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
Archangels 
8:00 amñ Peg Whalen req. by the Marmara Family 
Saturday, September 30, Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
8:00 amñPeg Whalen req. by the Rosary Society 
Sunday, October 1, Twenty-Sixth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 4:30 pmñ Ann & Sam Saporito req. by Rose Pfeffer 
      Monica Dougherty req. by the Amicucci Family  
 7:00 pmñ Peg Whalen req. by Eileen & Victor Traino 
                 Robert OõMahen req. by Alfred & Marie Mashnouk 
 8:00 amð  Gerald T. Nedo req. by Dianna & John Sullivan 

                    Robert OôMahen req. by Steve & Naomi Drabik 

 9:15 amð  Stanley Paluba req. by Stella Rychlicki 

     Peg Whalen req. by Barbara Quinby    

10:45 amð Dirk VanGelder req. by wife, Anna 

     Joseph Sala req. by the Sala Family 

12:15 pmð Dirk VanGelder req. by wife, Anna 

     Robert OôMahen req. by Angela Smalley 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  September 17, 2017 
CollectionðChecks               $     3,859.00 

Collectionï Cash                                            $     9,948.00 

ParishPay Electronic Giving              $     2,650.09 

Total Weekly Collection               $   16,457.09 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  814,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,705.88 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $    1,751.20     

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $    1,190.32 

HURRICANE COLLECTION  

A second collection to assist all those affected by the recent hur-

ricanes which have struck our country will take place on the 

weekend of September 30-October 1. Please make your check 

payable to our parish with the memo: Hurricane. May God bless 

you for your kindness. 

Do óSomething Beautiful for Godô  
            From Sept. 27 through Nov. 5, there will be ñ40 Days for 

Lifeò daily prayer vigils around the world outside of Planned 

Parenthood and other abortion providers.  Please join us as we 

pray at 196 Speedwell Ave. - Planned Parenthood of Morristown 

- where every day, three babies die from chemical abortions; i.e. 

over a thousand each year.  Your gift of an hour or more of 

peaceful witness and prayer any time between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., 

Monday through Sunday, will help to save Godôs children in 

danger of abortion.  Do something beautiful for Him, and sign 

up for any hour(s) you can give at https://40daysforlife.com/
browse -campaigns , or contact the local campaign coordina-

tor, Frances Spilman, at 44lifeus@gmail.com or 973-627-1654 to 

sign up.  Signs will be provided, or you can bring your own; but 

nothing graphic.  Please come pray with us to save a childôs life 

and help his or her parents.  We hope you will join us. 

https://40daysforlife.com/browse-campaigns
https://40daysforlife.com/browse-campaigns
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
tel:(973)%20627-1654


PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone of every age from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
 

Tuesday, September 26—Regular Meeting 
11 am set up, 12-1 pm social hour, coffee & cake; 

1-2 meeting, bingo & cards afterward  
Tuesday, October 10—Mohegan Sun Casino 

Cost $25ñ$25 slot playñ$5 food coupon 
Tuesday, October 24—Octoberfest 

Mansion in Mountain Lakesñcost $50 
For more info call Lorraine at 973-366-6871 

Wednesday, November 8—Day Trip to Sight & Sound 
Lancaster, PA to see òMiracle of Christmasó 

This trip includes bus transportation, show and meal.  
Cost is $125.  Call Carol at 973-537-5529. 
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FOOD DRIVE ï Many thanks to all those who regularly 

support the food drive which is ongoing throughout the year 

to help stock the Rockaway Food Closet. Your generosity 

comes to the aid of our needy residents and is a great bless-

ing for them. May the Lord richly reward you! 

RCIA  
Have you been worshiping with us, but have never officially 

taken the step to become Catholic? Are you seeking a deeper 

personal relationship with Jesus, but have not been Baptized 

or Confirmed or have not received First Communion?  Are 

you married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but just donôt 

know what the next step is to become Catholic?  If any of the 

above questions apply to you, contact Deacon Paul Willson 

at 973-551-0749 and a leave a message or send an email to 

paul.d.willson@gmail.com (Whether you have contacted 

Deacon Paul or not, please come to our weekly RCIA meet-

ings at either 9:00 am or 11:45 am every Sunday starting 

Oct. 1st). 

2017 Bishopôs Annual Appeal 

In Giving, We Receive 

 
The vital work of our Church supported by the Bishopôs An-

nual Appeal is only as successful as the number of faithful 

parishioners who participate by making a gift. Your support 

helps bring hope to those who come to our Catholic Charities 

agencies. It supports seminarian education, our diocesan 

priestsô residence and our inner-city area schools. 
Every gift counts!  Saint Teresa once wrote that ñwe feel 

what we are doing is a drop in the ocean, but that ocean 

would be less without that drop.ò  Our Bishopôs Annual Ap-

peal is able to do that much more with whatever you are able 

to give.  Please help make 2017 the year that our Bishopôs 

Annual Appeal does even more for people in profound need.   

 Catechists Needed  

Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÄÅÅÄȩ  4ÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇȦȱ 
~ St. John Bosco 

As we prepare to open another year of religious education 
classes for the youth of this parish, we are again in need of 
catechists (teachers) and classroom aides.  Fear not, this 
ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒËȟ ÂÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÅÒÖÏÕÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
teaching and the stress or work that might be involved, 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ   
If you are interested in helping or just curious about help-
ing, please let us know.   
Please contact Jim Clancy at the parish office for more 
details.  973-627-0313 ext 17 or 
stceilia.faithformation@gmail.com  

LATIN MASS IN THE EXTRAORDINARY RITE ï A 

Pontifical High Mass celebrated in Latin and the Extraordinary 

Rite by Bishop Serratelli will take place in Saint John the Bap-

tist Cathedral on Saturday morning, October 14 at 9:30. If in-

terested in car-pooling to Paterson, please call the parish office 

no later than Wednesday, October 11th. 

Formation Formation   

NightNight  

 
 
 
We are continuing our weekly adult formation 
nights, this week Fr. Zig will be leading the dis-
cussion.  Join us this Thursday night in Hayes Hall 
from 7:00-8:00 pm as Fr. Zig will be presenting 
ÏÎ ȬHoly People you probably never heard ofȭȢ  
There are thousands of canonized saints and we 
know many of the popular ones.  Join us on 
Thursday and learn something new about these 
lesser known holy men and woman.   
 
Please join us for a casual night of faith and fel-
lowship.  No registration is need or long term 
commitment.  Light refreshments will be served.  
If you have questions, please contact Jim Clancy 
at the parish office. 

mailto:stceilia.faithformation@gmail.com
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The Diocese of Paterson will be hosting the 2017 Pilgrim-

age this October to the National Shrine, The Basilica of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C.  on October 

20 & 21, 2017.  The trip includes transportation, two meals 

including the banquet, overnight accommodations at the 

Westin Hotel in Virginia, and spiritual visits to Americaôs 

Frist Cathedral, and St. Jude Shrine in Baltimore, and the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate conception.  Included 

will be daily Masses for Friday and Saturday Confession, 

devotional time, and a lot more.  We ask parishioners of St. 

Cecilia & Sacred Heart to contact the Diocesan Pilgrimage 

Office at 973-728-8162 or secretary@olqpnj.org for a bro-

chure or call Pat Zayac @ 973-625-4572 for more informa-

tion. 

PILGRIMAGE ðOctober 21, 2017ðWashington DC: 
If planning to attend the Pilgrimage to Washington DC, 

please get your check into the parish office, payable to St. 

Cecilia Church, $49ðby 9/8/17!  Thank you! 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP ï The Saint Padre Pio 

Prayer Group will resume on Wednesday evening 

September 20th. The group will once again meet in 

the parish office chapel beginning at 7 oôclock for 

Mass followed by the prayer meeting which will be 

conducted by Father Zig and Father Cerilo, alternat-

ing. The group will meet each month on the third 

Wednesday in the St. Cecilia Parish Office as in previ-

ous years. 

 
CD of the Month  

7Å ÁÒÅ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ Ȭ#$ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈȭ ÐÒÏȤ
gram.  For the month of September all parishioners are welcome 
and encouraged to purchase and listen to "Why a Protestant 
Pastor Became Catholic" by Dr. Scott Hahn.  This audio CD is a 
great talk by a world class speaker.  Dr. Scott Hahn does an 
amazing job of explaining the deepest mysteries of our faith in a 
way that all people can understand and relate to.  This is a sim-
ple opportunity to listen, learn, and share our faith together as a 
community.   
On Thursday, September 28thȟ ÏÕÒ Ȭ&ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ .ÉÇÈÔȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
dedicated to a discussion and sharing on this CD.  All people are 
welcome to attend. 

CYO Basketball 

 

ñCome join us and build friendships that will last a life-

timeò.  CYO Basketball 2017-2018 season 4th thru 8th 

grade boys and girls.  
Interested please email:  Cyobballrockaway@hotmail.com  

Bread ministry volunteers needed... 

1 weekend per month.  Pick up bread Friday night at 

Rockaway Mall and deliver on Saturday morning 9:15 

on Route 206 in Stanhope.  If interested, please call 

Mike 973-907-0274. 

 

COLUMBARIUM UPDATE ï The installation of the 

columbarium for Saint Cecilia Cemetery is scheduled 

for the week of October 9th. This date is only tentative 

and is subject to change. When the unit has arrived a 

blessing ceremony will take place on a Sunday after-

noon at 2 oôclock with the celebration of the Holy 

Mass at the parish cemetery, possibly October 15th or 

in the event of inclement weather, October 22nd. The 

columbarium has 80 niches for the entombment of hu-

man ashes. An information brochure regarding the 

columbarium is in the final stages of production and 

will be made available shortly. For further information 

please contact Diane Boykow, cemetery administrator 

by calling the parish office. 

Silver & Gold Anniversary Mass 

Couples, were you married in 1967 or 1992?  You are 

warmly invited to celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding Anni-

versary with the Church of Paterson, Bishop Serratelli will be 

the main celebrant at Mass at The Cathedral of St. John the 

Baptist in Paterson.  Sunday, November 5th at 4:00 pm.  

Arrangements can be made by contacting the parish office.  

Registrations will be accepted through Tuesday, October 

17th.  Information will be sent from the Office of Family Life 

once your registration has been processed.  Congratulations 

on this joyous occasion! 

 
Save the Date!  The Rockaway Catholic Right to 
Life Ministry  will be hosting a Pro-Life Community 
Evening  on Friday, October 13th  in Hayes Hall 
from 7:00PM to 9:00PM. Guest speakers are Chris-
tine Flaherty,  Executive Director of LIFENET, which 
promotes Respect for Life  and the virtue of chas-
tity; and Christopher Bell, Co-Founder of Good 
Council Homes, dedicated to the care of single 
mothers. Admission is free and light refreshments 
will be served.  

tel:(973)%20907-0274
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Monday, September 25 
7:00 pmñHoly Hour (Church) 
7:30 pmñMonday Night Bible Study (PO) 
Tuesday, September 26 
9:30 amñBible Study (HH) 
11:00 amñSeniors (HH) 
7:45 pmñCharismatic Prayer Group (HH) 
Wednesday, September 27 
10:00 amñCemetery Meeting (PO) 
Thursday, September 28 
9:30 amñMommy Bible Study (PO)  
7:00 pmñFaith Formation (HH)  
7:00 pmñChoir Practice (Church) 
Friday,  September 29 
7:00 amñSight & Sound òJonahó - off site 
Saturday, September 30 
Sunday,   October 1 
9:15 amñChildrenõs Liturgy (Church) 
10:45 amñHospitality (HH) 
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BAPTISM CLASS ï A meeting of all those wishing infor-

mation and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday 

evening, October 16th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 

oôclock in the evening. Father Pawel will be present to con-

duct the information session and answer questions regarding 

the celebration of the sacrament. 

FATIMA CELEBRATION ï This year marks the 100th anni-

versary of the apparitions of our Blessed Virgin Mary to the 

three shepherd children at Fatima, Portugal. Our Lady appeared 

every month on the 13th day beginning in May and concluding 

in October. We will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 

final apparition on the vigil, Thursday, October 12th. The cere-

mony will begin at 7 oôclock in the evening in Saint Cecilia 

Church with the praying of the Rosary and the Rosary Society 

presentation of roses to the image of the Mother of God fol-

lowed by an outdoor candle-light procession to the Statue of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary located in front of the church. At the 

conclusion of the service a short program will be presented in 

Hayes Hall with refreshments being served. All are welcome to 

join us in celebrating the 100th anniversary Fatima! 

FUND RAISING DINNER FOR SEMINARIANS ï A 

dinner dance to support seminarian education in our diocese 

will take place on Sunday, November 12th at the Brownstone 

in Paterson. The event begins at 5:30 and the ticket cost is 

$70. A cash bar will be available and wine as well as beer 

will be served at each table. Music will be provided by a DJ. 

All profits will benefit the formation of our seminarians. 

Please contact Janet at the St. Cecilia Parish Office for tick-

ets and information prior to October 27th. YOUR SUPPORT 

IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 

TRIP TO IRELAND ï You are invited to join Father Zig in 

traveling to Ireland and Northern Ireland, April 9-21, 2018. 

A Colette travel brochure with all the information regarding 

cost, itinerary and much more can be found in the church 

vestibule or in the parish office. 

Divine Mercy Academy News 

Thank you to everyone who donated food items to DMA's 

September 11th food drive. Our seventh graders helped 

deliver the donations to the food pantry.  

 

 

 

 

Save the Date for DMA's 1st Annual Tricky Tray, on Satur-

day, November 18th at Morris Catholic High School.  More 

details to follow.  

BISHOP SERRATELLI TO VISIT OUR PARISH ï 

His Excellency, Bishop Arthur Serratelli will be the 

main celebrant of the 4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, 

November 11th. We welcome our Bishop and look for-

ward to his visit to Saint Ceciliaôs. 
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From 1633 to 1637 sixteen martyrs shed their blood out of love for Christ in the city of Nagasaki, 
Japan.  They included members and associates of the Order of Preachers: nine priests, two reli-
gious, two virgins, and three lay people, one of whom was Lawrence Ruiz, the father of a family 
from the Philippine Islands.  All had, at different times and under varying circumstances, preached 
the Christian Faith in the Philippines, Formosa, and Japan.  They manifested the universality of the 
Christian religion and sowed the seed of future missionaries and converts. 

 

The list of these martyrs is as follows: Dominic Ibanez de Erquicia, priest; James Kyushei Goro-
bioye Tomonaga, priest; Luke Alonso, priest; Hyacinth Ansalone, priest; Thomas Jioji Roku-
zayemon Nishi, priest; Anthony Gonzalez, priest; William Courtet, priest; Michael de Aozaraza, 
priest; Vincent Schiwozuka, priest; Francis Shoyemon, religious; Matthew Kohioye, religious; Madeline of Nagasaki, virgin; 
Marina of Omura, virgin; Lawrence Ruiz, husband and father; Michael Kurobioye, layman; and Lazarus of Kyoto, layman.  
They were canonized in 1987 by John Paul II. 

 

PRAYER   Lord God, You are the strength of all the Saints.  You called Sts. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions to eternal life 
through the cross.  Grant us, through their intercession, perfect fidelity to keep the Faith until our death.  Amen.  

 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey 
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STS. LAWRENCE RUIZ AND COMPANIONS,  

MartyrsðSeptember 28 

My Dear Parishioners, 

We celebrate the Lordôs Day on this 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The Pauline lection for this Sunday comes from the Apostle 

Paulôs correspondence to the Philippians. In this periscope we find the words, ñFor to me life is Christ.ò These words were taken 

by Bishop Serratelli for his episcopal coat of arms and have had special meaning within the Diocese of Paterson since his ap-

pointment as our bishop in 2004. The Latin translation for this is ñVivere Christus Est.ò 

Each year Bishop Serratelli presents the VIVERE CHRISTUS EST AWARD to a deserving parishioner(s) who has shown exem-

plary service to the local parish. This yearôs award was presented on September 10th at the cathedral in Paterson with almost all 

110 parishes receiving this special recognition by a deserving parishioner. This yearôs award went to Martin and Lee Ann Mackin  

in recognition for their generosity to the parish. The recipients of this award receive our gratitude as well as our encouragement to 

live for Christ. Indeed we encourage one another to live for Christ so that on the Day of Judgment the Lord of Hosts will reward 

us with the gift of eternal life. 

LIFE IS CHRIST  and that means living our lives differently from others. Our values and standards are in many times in opposi-

tion to the secular culture in which we live. There are to be found contradictions in the way we conduct ourselves as to the man-

ner in which our neighbors and friends may live. In todayôs Gospel we find the Lord Jesus outlining another way for His disciples 

to implement the mystery of the kingdom of God which has been rejected by some. 

Yes, we are called to live a noble life, a virtuous life. This life is lofty and raises us up into the very presence of God. Therefore, 

we cannot allow ourselves to be reduced to the standards of this world. We must not permit our families, our children to succumb 

to the lowly and sinful expectations of this world but must remind one another that LIFE IS CHRIST.  

Our CCD classes begin this week. I am so happy that our young people will once again come together to be instructed in the 

faith. I remind mom and dad, once again, that YOU ARE THE FIRST TEACHERS OF RELIGION TO YOUR CHILDREN. 

The priests and catechists are here to help you in this important task so please call upon us to assist you in the handing down of 

the faith which comes to us from the Apostles. I extend an invitation to all adults to participate in the various adult religious edu-

cation opportunities we have here at Saint Cecilia and Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO FATHER PAWEL. His birthday is Monday, September 25th. STO LAT!! 

God bless you! 

Father Zig 

 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st-cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 

 
  Convent: 973-627-6533                  School: 973-627-6003                 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


