
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. The next class is 
Monday, June 19th. To register for the class, please call 
973-627-0313 . Both parents are encouraged to attend the 
class before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Bap-
tism is administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a 
Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm. To schedule a Baptism 
please call Fr. Marcin at 973-627-0313 Ext. 15.  Families are 
required to be active, contributing parishioners of St. 
Cecilia’s Parish for 2 months prior to the child’s baptism 
date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st-cecilia.org Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Marcin Ext. 15 or  martmich1983@gmail.com      Fr. Mateusz Ext. 14  or   fr.m.jasniewicz@gmail.com 
Convent:  973-627-6533 School: 973-627-6003 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays    

 8:00 am and 7:00 pm 
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
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TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Marcin Michalowski 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Mateusz Jasniewicz 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
Deacon Paul Willson 

 
Deacon Mateusz Darlak 

 

Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY   
Bible StudyñTuesday  9:30 am  
Monday Night Bible Study  7:30 pm  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP  Mon.ñSat. 7:30 am 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP  First Tuesday  7:00 pm (HH) 
HOLY HOUR   Mondayñ7:00 pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA  
9:00 am for children & parents, 11:45 am for adults. Email 
paul.d.willson@gmail.com for further information or call  
973-551-0749       

 PARISH OFFICE  HOURS 
  Monday-Thursday  9:00 am—5:00 pm 

    Friday  9:00 am—3:00pm   
    CLOSED SATURDAYS 

   CLOSED FOR LUNCH:  12:45 pm—1:30 pm 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in the 
armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford, LCpl. 

Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US Navy, 
Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. 

Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Martinez, 
Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. 
Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. 
Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. Wil-
liam Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn 
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M. 
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Lt. Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, PFC 
Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, Bill 
Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Christo-
pher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew Fitz-
gerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  Mark 
Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnofsky, Cpl. 
T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent Presto, and 
Airman First Class William Kussler .  We ask God the Father 
of us all, through the intercession of St. Michael the Archangel, 
to protect all the men and women in our Armed Forces, to 
bless them in their efforts toward bringing peace and justice to 
our world. May they be brought back safely to 
those they love. 580-St. Cecilia 

Ethan Chandra, Theodora Maulbeck, Dean Wayne 

Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane Gor-

cica, Carol Graner Wilson, Sam Sessa, Ronald 
Stankiewicz, Hank Brown,  Carol Ferrante, Jim 

Golden, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David 
Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, 
Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Pat Heady, 
Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  
Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna Cooke, 
Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate 
Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Scott Bornemann, Sean 
Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, 
Richard Corcoran, Adam Rosowicz,  Madison Rose Leslie,  De-
metrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi, and  Frances Finn, 
Dorothy Murray, Virginia Cousins., Madlyn Long. Stephanie 
Lewis.  

THE WORD OF GOD 

Here are the readings  for next Sunday 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17   Psalms 66:1-7, 16, 20 

1 Peter 3:15-18   John 14:15-21 
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MONDAY,  May 22, Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious 
8:00 amñ Terry DiFalco req. by Shea Servidio 
TUESDAY– May 23, Easter Weekday 
8:00 am - Dale Hanson req. by Stephen Palisi-Reynolds Family 
WEDNESDAYïMay 24, Easter Weekday 
8:00 amðCaroline Bozza req. by Mary Kulawiec 
THURSDAY, May 25, The Ascension of the Lord 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
 8:00 amñCostin Grimes req. by daughter Robyn Hornstein 
7:30 pmñFor the parishioners of St. Cecilia 
FRIDAY– May 26, Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
8:00 amñGinny Celentano req. by Mary Kulawiec 
SATURDAY, May 27, Saint Augustine of Canterbury 
8:00 amñJoseph Michael Tironi req. by Ann Marie & Bill Hopler 
SUNDAY, May 28, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 4:30 pmñ John Amicucci req. by the Polk Family  
 7:00 pmñ David Castle req. by Sandy & Chuck Eslinger 
                    Sharon Augenti req. by husband Paul 
 8:00 amð   Werner Behnke req. by his wife Imee 

                     Ramon Alvarez req. by Malou Alvarez & Children, 

 Anthony & Christina 

 9:15 amð   Joseph Sala req. by Dietrich Family 

                     Ann Williams req. by Roberta Vitcusky 

10:45 amð  John Dowling, 40th Anv. Req. by the Dowling Family 

12:15 pmð Olga & Adolf DeMarco req. by Bobbie 

                     Perina Family req. by Maria Perina 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

2016/2017 

Week Ending April 30 , 2017 
CollectionðChecks               $   3,885.00  

Collectionï Cash                                            $  11,577.00  

ParishPay Electronic Giving              $   2,377.84      

Total Weekly Collection               $ 17,839.84     

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $784,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $  14,117.65 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $   3,722.19    

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $ 24,252.86  

MAY DEVOTIONS  

 

 The Litany to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Will be prayed at the conclusion of the weekday Mass during 

The month of May. 

 

 The Altar Flowers are in  

Loving memory of 

Larry Schaefer on his 6th Anniversary 

Requested by his loving family. 
Solemnity of our Lordôs Ascension into Heaven.  The 

Holy Mass schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday, May 24th 

7:00 pmðSacred Heart Church 

Thursday, May 25th 

8:00 amðSt. Cecilia Church 

12:00 pmðSacred Heart 

7:30 pmðSt. Cecilia Church 

Solemnity of our Lordôs Ascension into Heaven is a 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 

Tuesday, June 6—Regular Meeting 
11:00 amñset up 

12-1pm social hour, coffee & cake 
1-2pmñmeeting, bingo & cards afterward 
Tuesday, June 13—Mohegan Sun Casino 

Cost $25.00 incl. $25 slot play plus $5 food coupon 
Wednesday, June 21—Day Trip to Papermill Playhouse 
òMary Poppinsó plus Dinner at Charlie Browns in Mill-

burnñcost $55 for members & $60 for non-members. 
(Meal not included in price) 

For more info call Lorraine 973-366-6871 
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2017 -2018 Registration  
K -10 th  Grade Traditional CCD &  

Generations of Faith  

 
Registration for all religious education classes is now 
open!  Registration forms are available on the parish 
website.  Completed forms and payments can be 

submitted to the parish office 
If you have any questions about registration for next year, please 
contact Jim Clancy at 973-627-0310 ext 17 or at stce-
cilia.faithformation@gmail.com. 
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Life in The Spirit Seminar 

 
The Charismatic Service Committee for the Diocese of Paterson is 

sponsoring A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR to be held at St. 

Paulôs Inside the Walls, 205 Madison Ave., Madison, N.J. 07940 

on May 1, 8, 15, 22 and June 3*, 5, 12.  (*this session only will be 

held at St. Thomas More Church, 4 Convent Rd., Morristown, 

NJ.)  There will be an optional Mass at 7:00 pm, Seminar starts 

7:30 pm. 

 

All are invited to join us in discovering more about the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus sent him to us on Pentecost - let us rejoice and be glad in 

it!  Bring friends and family to hear more about the ñgood 

newsò.  Fellowship and light refreshments will follow. 

Vocations Discernment for young men 15-25.  ñQuo 

VadisðWhere are you going?ò Where is the Spirit 

acting in your life? Where is the Lord encouraging you 

to go? Quo Vadis Days is a time of recreation, fellow-

ship, and prayer to help you explore the Lordôs call in 

your life. Activities will include prayer, Mass, Adora-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament, Liturgy of the Hours, 

Rosary, games, sports, talks, great food, and discus-

sions.  It is a time to share our faith and meet other 

young men seeking Godôs will.  Quo Vadis Days will 

be held June 27-29, 2017 at the Sacred Heart Retreat 

Center in Newton, New Jersey.  There is no cost. For 

more information and/or registration, contact the coor-

dinators Fr. Edgar Rivera and Fr. Luis Hernandez in 

the vocations Office at 973-777-8818, ext #711, by 

email:  fredgar@patersondiocese.org  

June 3, 2017 will mark the 200th birthday of Blessed 

Pauline von Mallinckrodt (Mother Pauline), founder of the 

Sisters of Christian Charity.  In an effort to make Mother 

Pauline better known, we present the fourth in our series of 

biographical sketches.  

 

 Following the death of her mother when Pauline was sev-

enteen, she continued her good works for the poor.  She 

would not found the Sisters of Christian Charity for an-

other 15 years.  The power and presence of God seemed to 

grow stronger and stronger in Pauline as time went by.  

She walked four miles every morning in order to go to 

Mass.  On her way home from the church, the poor people 

in the village often stopped her and asked her to visit them 

at home and to take care of the sick.  With the aid of some 

simple items placed in the basket she carried, and an ele-

mentary knowledge of medicine, Pauline would walk 

among the poor early each morning on the way home. 

 

Please visit scceast.org for more information about the 

Sisters of Christian Charity. 

Save the Date: St. Cecilia/Sacred Heartôs Bible Camp will take 

place Monday, June 26th to Wednesday, June 28th at Divine 

Mercy Academy.  All children Pre-K to Grade 3 are in-

vited.  Adult volunteers and teen helpers are needed.  Please call 

the parish office for more information.  

 

Save the Date: The combined St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parish 

Picnic will be held on Sunday, June 4th, at Firemenôs Field on 

Beach Street starting with Mass at 12:15 pm going until 5:00 pm. 

Please plan to join for a fun day.  If you want to help out, contact 

Jim Gallagher (973-366-9699) or Jack Zayac (973-625-4572). 

 

Porta Fidei:Porta Fidei:   

Open the door of faithOpen the door of faith  

 
This Thursday night will be our CD of the Month 
"Fatima: Living the Message" by Fr. Jason Brooks 

will be the focus of our discussion.  This is a great way to 
share thoughts and reflections on the CD.  All are welcome to 
attend, even if you have not listened to the CD.   
 
Please join us for a casual night of faith and fellowship.  No 
registration is need or long term commitment.  Light re-
freshments will be served.  If you have questions, please 
contact Jim Clancy at the parish office. 
 
This will be our final Thursday night meeting until Septem-
ber!!!  Be there! 

mailto:stcecilia.faithformation@gmail.com
mailto:stcecilia.faithformation@gmail.com


580-St. Cecilia 

We are online:  www.st-cecilia.org 
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Fatima and Southern Spain Pilgrimage  

Bishop Serratelli will be the Spiritual Director of a 

trip this summer to Fatima and Southern Spain . 

The Pilgrimage will celebrate the 100th Anniver-

sary of the Apparitions in Fatima and then con-

tinue on to Spain.   The Pilgrimage  will be from July 

16 to 24.   

For more information or to make reservations, 

please contact Great Experiences at 201 - 825 -

3725 or email them at greatexinc@verizon.net . 

The Living Crown of Mary ï One photograph is all that it takes for 

you to become visible in the Living Crown of Mary.  We invite you 

to join the Pauline Fathers and Brothers from the American Dzesto-

chowa located in Doylestown, PA, as they resolve to honor Mary in 

this Jubilee year of the 300th anniversary of the Coronation of the 

Miraculous Image of Our Lady of Czestochowa.  Begin by taking a 

picture of yourself or someone you love, and then include your in-

tentions, resolutions, and spiritual gifts in order to crown Mary with 

your heart.  Upon receiving all of your images, a grand and marvel-

ous mosaic of Our Lady of Dzestochowa will be created from all the 

pictures.  You will also receive an image of Our Lady as a sign that 

you are a precious jewel in the Living Crown of Mary.  For more 

information, log on to: www.livingcrownofmary.com  

 

The Diocese of Paterson will be hosting the 2017 Pilgrimage 

this October.  The trip that takes place on October 21, 2017 

will provide the faithful the opportunity to join parishioners 

throughout the diocese in a prayer filled day that includes 

Mass, Confession, Rosary, Divine Mercy, and Catechetical 

presentations.  We ask parishioners of St. Cecilia & Sacred 

Heart to call Pat Zayac @ 973-625-4572 for more informa-

tion. 

MEMORIAL DAY MASS ï The Memorial Day Mass, 

Monday, May 29th, will be celebrated at the parish ceme-

tery at 9 oôclock in the morning. At this Mass Father Zig 

will make an announcement regarding a new addition to 

the Saint Cecilia Cemetery. The Mass will be transferred 

to the church in the event of rain. Those planning to at-

tend the cemetery Mass should bring along a lawn chair 

or blanket. The Memorial Day Mass at Sacred Heart 

Church will be celebrated at 8 oôclock in the morning. 

 

 

CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF THE MOST SA-

CRED HEART OF JESUS ï The Solemnity of the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus will be observed on Friday, 

June 23rd at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church on East Main 

Street. The feast day begins with the celebration of the 

Holy Mass at 6:30 in the evening, followed by an out-

door procession with the Most Blessed Sacrament, and 

the singing of the Litany to the Most Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. Following the church service a reception will take 

place in Suchon Hall along with a brief program. ALL 

ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND TO JOIN IN CELE-

BRATING THIS SPECIAL FEAST! 

 

THANK YOU LADIES ï Many thanks to the women 

of the Saint Monica Guild for hosting last Sundayôs 

luncheon in honor of the two newly ordained deacons, 

Deacon Matt and Deacon Joseph. The Deacons join me 

in expressing gratitude to the ladies for their efforts.  ï 

Father Zig 

 

OUTDOOR STATUE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

ï The compliments for the outdoor statue of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary have been wonderful. The statue which 

graces the front of our church further sanctifies our par-

ish property and is a great witness to the Catholic faith 

in our community. I am most grateful to Liz and Bob 

Lyons and the Family who funded this project. Within a 

short time a plaque will be added which will bear the 

following inscription: 

AT FATIMA, OUR LADY ASSURED US THAT 

THE FINAL VICTORY WOULD BE HERS: ñIN 

THE END MY IMMACULATE HEART WILL 

TRIUMPH.ò ï In loving memory of all the departed 

souls we have loved and cared for, both family and 

friends. ï The Lyons Family ï LML ï May 13, 2017 

On behalf of the entire parish I express sincere thanks to 

the Lyons Family for this most beautiful gift to our 

church in the Centennial Year of Fatima. ï Father Zig 

 

 

DEACON MATEUSZ DARLAKðHis Excellency, Bishop 

Arthur Serratelli has assigned Deacon Mateusz Darlak to both 

Saint Cecilia Parish and Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish until his 

ordination to the priesthood next year.  The Deacon will re-

side at Saint Cecilia Rectory.  He will resume studies at Holy 

Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, Connecticut in the Fall but 

will be returning to Rockaway on the weekends. 

mailto:greatexinc@verizon.net
http://www.livingcrownofmary.com
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Monday,       May 22 
10:00 am Cemetery Committee Meeting (Cemetery) 
 7:00 pm  Holy Hour (Church) 
 Tuesday,      May 23 
  9:30 am Bible Study (Hayes Hall) 
  7:45 pm Charismatic Prayer Group (Hayes  
 Hall) 
Wednesday, May 24 
Thursday,     May 25 
The Ascension of the Lord 
 9:30 am         Mommy Bible Study (Parish Office) 
Friday,           May 26 
7:00 pm          Catechists Gathering (Hayes Hall) 
Saturday,      May 27 
8:30 am          Social Justice (Hayes Hall) 
Sunday,        May 28 
 

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  
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2017 CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 

Lennon Family 
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Please Help Support Catholic Charities  

We need gently used:  

¶ Clothing Å Bedding Å Shoes Å Small household items Have a 
clothing donation too big to fit in the box?  

¶ Just call our Toll Free number to arrange for a free pickup at 

your home. 1-877-343-3651  

¶ Throughout the year, Catholic Charities distributes much 

needed food through local food pantries and provides many 

other types of services and assistance including day care for 

children, day care for elderly persons, counseling, computer 

training, ESL utility bill assistance, flood assistance, drug/

alcohol detox, drug/alcohol treatment, day and residential pro-

grams for adults with developmental disabilities and more. 

Money raised from these donations helps support these and 

other Catholic Charities programs.  

DROP BOX IS LOCATED IN PARISH PARKING LOT 

BEHIND THE RECTORY 

SAVE THE DATEðCELEBRATE AMERICA: 

Breakfast at Applebeeôs 

Saturday, May 27th, 8:00 am to 10:00 am 

Tickets: $10.00ðSponsored by: The St. Monica Guild 

Tickets will be sold after all the Masses on 5/20 & 5/21. 

FROM THE PASTOR ï Saint Cecilia Church and Divine Mercy 

Academy draw many people to the parish property on a daily basis. 

They include young children, senior citizens and the handicapped. 

All who come unto this property are expected to do so with respect 

and concern for others. Reckless driving or illegal parking will not 

be tolerated. I ask for your cooperation so that we may resolve this 

ongoing problem. ï FATHER SIGMUND PEPLOWSKI, PASTOR 

NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR ï Mr. Charles Linnell will become 

the new music director in our parish and will begin his duties the 

weekend of June 17 and 18. Charles had served previously at 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish in North Bergen. He, his wife and 

children are members of our parish. I am happy to welcome him 

and I look forward to working with him. ï Father Zig 

Mr. David Strickland, DMA parent and General Engi-
neer in the Demil Technologies Branch at Picatinny Ar-
senal's Armaments, Research, Development and Engi-
neering Center spoke to our middle schoolers last week 
about the engineering field.  The students were very 
inspired. 

FAREWELL RECEPTION ï With the announced transfer 

of both Father Marcin and Father Mateusz, a luncheon recep-

tion in their honor will take place on Sunday, June 25th in 

Hayes Hall immediately following the 12:15 pm Mass. This 

will be the final Sunday Mass which both priests will con-

celebrate in our church. We are asking all those who plan to 

attend the reception to call the parish office (973.627.0313) 

for reservations. We are making this request so that we may 

have an accurate count for food preparation. PLEASE SAVE 

THE DATE AND DONôT FORGET TO CALL FOR RES-

ERVATIONS. 

HOLY HOUR ï Holy Hour will not take place on Memo-

rial Day, May 29th. Holy Hour will resume on Monday, 

June 5th from 7 to 8 p.m. On this day the students of the 

Divine Mercy Rosary Club will lead the prayers. 



580-St. Cecilia 

 

ST. RITA was born in Spoleto, Italy, in 1381. At an early age she begged her parents to allow here to enter a convent.  Instead they 
arranged a marriage for her. 

Rita became a good wife and mother, but her husband was a man of violent temper.  In ager he often mistreated his wife.  He 
taught their children his own evil ways.  Rita tried to perform her duties faithfully and to pray and receive the Sacraments fre-
quently. 

After nearly twenty years of marriage, her husband was stabbed by the enemy but before he died he repented because Rita 
prayed for him  

Shortly afterward her two sons died, and Rita was alone in the world.  Prayer, fasting, penances and many kinds, and good works 
filled her days.  She was admitted to the convent of the Augustinian nuns at Cascia in Umbria, and began a life of perfect obedi-
ence and great charity. 

Sister Rita had a great devotion to the Passion of Christ, òplease let me suffer like You, Divine Savior,ó   she said one day, and 
suddenly one of the thorns from the crucifix struck her on the forehead.  It left a deep wound which did not heal and which 
caused her much suffering for the rest of her life.  She died on May 22, 1947, and was canonized in 1900 by Pope Leo XIII. 

PRAYER:  God, through the prayers of St. Rita, may we learn to bear our crosses in life in the same spirit in which she bore hers.  Amen 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey 
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ST. RITA OF CASCIA, Widow 

May 22ðPatroness of Impossible Cases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Dear Parishioners, 

We celebrate the Lordôs Day on this Sixth Sunday of Easter. The days of our Easter season are drawing to a close. On Thursday 

we mark the 40th day of Easter with the Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven. The Lordôs departure from the 

Apostles and Disciples will make way for the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, who filled the 

Church with great strength and charismatic gifts. The Lord Jesus although ascended into Heaven, never leaves the Church but is 

with her continually in the celebration of the Eucharist. It is the Eucharist which strengthens and sustains our life. ñIn a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.ò The coming of the Holy Spirit en-

ables the followers of Jesus to perform great deeds and change sinful hearts as is testified in todayôs first lection from the Acts of 

the Apostles. The words of peace and the acts of love are not always welcomed in a sinful world. But in the second lection from 

todayôs Holy Mass, a reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter, we are reminded to be persistent in the work of the Gospel, 

always conducting ourselves as those associated with Christ, despite any upset. 

Jesusô words of departure from the disciples serve as an introduction to some news that some of you may already be aware of.  I 

have been informed that both of our priests, Father Marcin and Father Mateusz will be moved in the transfers which will become 

effective next month.  Father Marcin has been appointed the administrator of Our Lady of Mountain Parish and Saint Mark Par-

ish, both in Long Valley. Father Mateusz has been appointed parochial vicar at Saint Philip the Apostle Parish in Clifton. Both 

appointments become effective June 29, the Feast of the Apostles Peter and Paul. On Sunday, June 25th we will have a luncheon 

reception in Hayes Hall (St. Cecilia Church) immediately following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. I know that you love our priests and 

that you will want to take this opportunity to express your gratitude for the pastoral care they have shown us, Father Marcin for 

the past 6 years and Father Mateusz for the past 2 years. Father Marcinôs departure will be especially hard for me. He is the one 

priest I have lived longest with and is like a son to me! 

The Bishop will be appointing two priests to assist me in serving you, my good people. One of the priests will be arriving at the 

end of June and the other on August 1st;  they have not yet been announced. Changes such as these are a reminder that nothing 

lasts forever, except Godôs love for us. We know that God loves us and does things in our lives to make us stronger and more 

faithful. His word in spoken in the actions of the Church. Todayôs Gospel Acclamation reminds us, ñWhoever loves me will keep 

my word, says the Lord, and my Father will love him and will come to him.ò 

Christ is Risen! 

Father Zig 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st-cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 

            Fr. Marcin Ext. 15 or  martmich1983@gmail.com      Fr. Mateusz Ext 14  or   fr.m.jasniewicz@gmail.com 
Convent:  973-627-6533    School: 973-627-6003                 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


